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Policy
The course entitled Independent Study is available to individualize student learning. The faculty member responsible for function as the independent study mentor develops a formal agreement with the student who registers for this course. An annual report of all independent studies is provided to the curriculum Committee for information and to assure academic review of the independent study process. 

Students must file the independent study form with the Graduate Program Office prior to registering for the course.  

Rationale

A formal agreement assures both student and faculty member a clear understanding of the expectations in the independent study process. A written agreement serves to specify the agreement and provides the basis for an annual summary. The annual summary helps the Curriculum Committee determine whether some topics should be offered as regular courses and also helps to identify areas that may need to be included in on-going courses.

Procedure

1. Student and faculty discuss and agree upon an independent study course. This information is placed on an Independent Study Agreement form, available in the Graduate Program Office.

2. Once the form is completed and signed by the appropriate faculty member, the Student is responsible for delivering the completed original to the Graduate Program Office. the independent study form must be filed with the Graduate Program Office prior to registration or the student will not be allowed to register for the course.

3. The Original is to be filed in the Students file and a copy will be given to the student.

4. At the completion of the independent study, the faculty member reviews the criteria and means for validating evaluation data submitted by the student and issues the grade.

5. The Graduate Program Office maintains the official Independent Study course files.

NOTE:
Preceptor Forms are only available from the Director of the NP Program.  

Explanation of Category -- “Criteria and Means for Validating Evaluation Data”

This category assists the faculty member in evaluating and grading of the “plan of evaluation." This also results in a sense of responsibility and a degree of creativity in the student that is absent when the faculty member takes full responsibility for evaluating and grading an independent study. The student takes the responsibility for determining what criteria the evidence of evaluation will be judged by and the proposed means to have the evidence judged according to these criteria. 

example:
Suppose a student has an objective, “Develop policies and procedures for Gynecological Nursing Unit according to hospital guidelines." The evidence of evaluation would be the policies and procedures. But how appropriate is it for the faculty member to judge the appropriateness, usefulness or articulation of these policies with currently established policies and procedures of the hospital? The head nurse or supervisor of the unit or the Nursing Service Administrator would be a better evaluator of this evidence. So the category labeled, “Criteria and Means for Validating the Evaluation Data," could contain the following:

Final Evaluation of the policies and procedures for the GYN unit will be made by the supervisor of the unit and the Nursing Service Administrator. Each of these people will be asked to complete the following rating scale:

1. The policies and procedures showed evidence of an understanding of the organization and structure of the unit.

Yes 


To some degree 


No 




2. The policies and procedures reflect knowledge of current hospital policies.

Yes 


To some degree 


No 




3. The policies and procedures will provide guidance for nursing care activities of the unit.

Yes 


To some degree 


No 





A middle or positive rating indicates this objective has been met.


The student would make a final statement in this component as a summary for all objectives such as:


A middle or positive rating on each of the objectives indicates the attainment of the contracted grade.
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ROUTING:
Student returns completed original  to Graduate Program Office 



GPO:
Files Original in Student File
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_________________Student
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